





NOTES OF MEHDI KOSAR .

_ KamrapDiba = _

Along with Kamran Diba, Nader Ardalan, Parviz Tanavoli,
and Dariush Mirfenderesky, Mehdi Kowsar was responsible
for architectural education in Tehran University. He was also
the Dean of the School of Fine Arts at the university between
1971 and 1979. Kowsar organized an International Congress
on Architecture that was held twice in 1970 and 1974 in Iran.
Due to political upheavals and the Islamic Revolution the
third Congress was never held. Renowned architects such
as Jose LuisSert, Peter Block, Paolo Soleri, Hans Hollein,
Kenzo Tange, and Fumihiko Maki were some of the architects
invited to these events.

In his memoir, Mehdi Kowsar writes about this Congress,
its guests, their speeches, and Iranian architecture prior to
the revolution in 1978.
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GHEYSARIEH BAZAAR AND NESHAT GARDEN, LAR

Zohreh Bozorgnia___ - o

Lar is located in the southwest region of Fars. The Gheysarieh
bazaar, Neshat Garden of Lar, the Lion's Mouth structure, the
Ghadamgah fort, Jaameh Mosque, Shah Abbassi Bridge, and
an old caravanserai are among the most important historic
structures of this town.

The Gheysarieh Bazaar probably dates to the early Islamic
period. This bazaar’s architecture was a model for other
historic Iranian bazaars such as Isfahan's bazaar and the Vakil
bazaar in Shiraz. Lar is located in a hot region, so the height
of the arched ceilings of the Gheysarieh bazaar is greater than
those of other historic Iranian bazaars. The building alsoc has
remains of old wall paintings, which are unfortunately decay-
ing. Unlike most other Iranian bazaars that are made of brick,
the main material used here is cut stone. Adobe, brick, and
mud are also used in this bazaar. The domes and walls are
covered with adobe on the exterior surfaces and plaster on the
interior.

Neshat Garden was the official center for local government
in Safavid era and onwards. This complex, which was twice
destroyed by earthquakes, has an area of one hectare. Only
a few arches from first floor has remained, but the other two
floors are relatively intact. The magnificent veranda is the most
impartant section of the building. The basement has three
rooms, with the central room directly below the veranda. This
floor currently houses the Anthropology Museum of Larestan.
There is a bathhouse in the northern section of the garden that
probably dates to the Afshari pericd. This bathhouse has many
different sections, and decorative calligraphy upon its walls.
The building is made of stone and its ornaments are of lime.
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~ NARENJESTAN-E GHAVAM EDIFICE, SHIRAZ.

~ Text & Photo: Babak Zirak : .

The splendid Narenjestan-e Ghavam edifice is a part of a com-
plex that belonged to the well-known, aristocratic Ghavam fam-
ily. The Ghavam-ol-molk complex had many different sections
including the large edifice of Narenjestan, a court building,
residential building, plastered (gachineh) bathhouse, Hos-
seinieh (religious building), school, stable, prison, and private
bathhouse. Unfortunately, many of these buildings have been
destroyed over time due to lack of maintenance and urban
planning developments. Today, only the main edifice, which
was used for official gatherings, ceremonies, and entertaining
guests has remained in the historic fabric of Shiraz, along with
another building used for visitors (outer edifice), as well as a
smaller {interior) edifice.

The large rectangular garden sits along a north-south axis
and is filled with citrus trees and two rows of tall palms. At the
edge of the greenery is a large pool that reflects the elaborate
facade of the edifice, and thus, completes the elements that
compose a Persian garden. According to historic documents,
the paintings on the veranda ceiling, as well as most of the
other rooms, are the work of the renowned Qajar painter Lotf
Ali Khan-e Sooratgar (the portrayer).

The Narenjestan edifice is a unique example of the
architecture and landscape design of the Zandieh and Qajar
periods due to its proportionate structure, elaborate ornamen-
tation, exact geometry, placement in an ordered, rectangular
site, use of service spaces along its perimeter as protection
for its interior spaces, and its landscaping and use of direct
sunlight and views.
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__Kaveh Mansouri, Isan Chavoshnezhad e

_Photo: Davood Asadollahvash Al

The historic complex of Cheshmeh Ali (Ali Spring) in Damghan
was formed during the reign of Fath Ali Shah of the Qajar dy-
nasty. In Safavid period, only a temporary structure had been
constructed near this spring.

The main pavilion of the complex, known as the Fath Ali
Shah Edifice, is located in the middle of a pool on the west
side of the garden. This two storied building is made of brick
and covered by plaster. The construction of the building over a
stone foundation allows water to pass underneath it.
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Garden's view in the past
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Fountainhead in the west
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